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18. Text Style 
 

An AutoCAD drawing can have a number of Text Styles which allow you to organise the text 
display of a drawing. When you plot a string of text it will be placed within the currently active text 
style. Each style can be set with the usual text related attributes such as font type, bold, italic etc. 
Adjusting the attributes of a text style will then apply these changes to all the text plotted using it. 
This is a very handy function.  

ArborCAD (from version 1.02) can automatically create a text style and then plot all text (tag 
number etc) using this style. The created text style, is by default named 'TREE_SURVEY' but you 
can change this name to anything you like. During use, the text style is normally created at the 
same time as the Layer function. Once the Text style is installed, you can at any time, change its 
font style etc. Any changes you make will apply to all your plotted text. 

You can decide whether or not to create and plot to a defined text style be selecting the 
appropriate selector from within preferences. If you choose to disable the function then the text 
will be plotted to whatever text style happens to be currently active at the time!  

If you are using the AutoCAD LT program, the text style will be installed when you select the 
Layer icon from the custom menu.  

If you are using the full version of AutoCAD it will install automatically at connection (if set to do so 
within the preferences) or will install when selecting the Layers icon from the ArborCAD plotting 
menu.   

The following image shows the TREE_SURVEY style selected within the AutoCAD style manager 
tool. By default it is assigned the TXT.SHX font. The height should not be adjusted as all plotted 
objects are individually set using the setting defined within ArborCAD preferences. 
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The TXT.SHX  font looks like the following.... 

 

 

 

If I now change the font settings to use Arial bold.... 

 

  

 

The changes are automatically made to all text objects created with the TREE_SURVEY style. 
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19. Plotting to AutoCAD (full version with Automati on) 
 
This page describes the procedure for plotting tree data to a full version  of AutoCAD. The next 
chapter covers the procedure for plotting with scripts (essential for AutoCAD LT users). Full 
versions of AutoCAD have the ability to connect with other programs using the process of 
Automation. This allows a program such as ArborCAD-AE to take control of certain aspects of 
AutoCAD and carry out repetitive processes such as batch processing of file data. Before 
proceeding with plotting you must first carry out a scan for your AutoCAD program (see section for 
AutoCAD Setup). 

ArborCAD uses a remote window to hold the necessary controls required for the plotting process. 
This window contains a number of buttons, indicators and display modes. The plot menus for the 
full version of AutoCAD have more controls available than the Script Plotting version. 

 

19.1. The Manual  Plot Menu 
 

 

The central top display shows the tag, name and category of the next tree, which will be plotted. 
The Plot and Return  button plots the currently displayed tree to the drawing (AutoCAD will 
prompt you for the trees position on the drawing). If the Increment after Plot  setting is on then 
after you have plotted, the next tree in the list will be set in the display window ready for plotting. 

The Plot Tree and Cycle  button will also plot the currently displayed tree but AutoCAD will keep 
prompting you automatically for the following trees in the list. To stop this cycle you must press 
the ESC key from within AutoCAD. 

The Zoom buttons will automatically zoom into the X/Y co-ordinates of the tree allowing a quick 
way to find a tree (providing its already been plotted). You can Cycle (animate) through all plotted 
trees using Cycle and Zoom (control the zoom and cycle delays within the Plot Preferences. 

If you need to plot more than one X/Y position for the selected tree then you would select the 
Multiple X/Y button. 

The Rotate  button switches on and off the canopy Rotate option where the defined angle will be 
used to adjust the canopy and Shadow segment orientation. 

If you are plotting Multiple XY and wish to start the plot again for that particular tree then use the 
Clear XY Buffer  button to erase all existing XY positions for the currently selected tree. There is 
no need to do this if you are replotting a tree with a single XY as it will just be over written. 
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19.2. The Auto  Plot Menu 
 

This menu allows trees which already have been assigned XY positions to be plotted 
automatically either as a single tree or by using all the trees. If you are Plotting all trees you need 
to select the All Trees source selector. You are then offered 2 ways to plot all the trees; Absolute 
or Relative . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Absolute  setting (see picture above) will plot each tree using the existing XY position; simply 
select the large Plot Start button  to initiate the process. You can modify the XY position before 
each plot by adding on a define displacement value (as set within the plot settings); and can also 
save the result of the modified XY values back into your schedule using the Overwrite XY 
Button . 

The Relative  setting (see picture below) enables the trees to be plotted in a different location on a 
drawing but still retain their relative distance from each other. Once you have selected the Plot 
Start Button  AutoCAD will prompt you for a NEW position  for the first tree on the drawing. The 
trees will then be plotted relative  to this picked position. If you wish to update the XY positions of 
the schedule with the new positions (calculated from the relative plot) then select the Overwrite 
XY button; however, you can not  also use displacement values with Relative. 
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19.3. The DXF Tag Menu 
 

The DXF Tag menu displays a list of tag numbers, which have been found within a DXF file (see 
Modify section). This allows you to zoom to tag numbers within the drawing and then plot a tree; 
this function is intended as a time saving measure and reduces the time spent hunting through a 
drawing for tag numbers; of course, this function can only be used if the site drawing contains the 
same tag numbers as found within your schedule! 

To zoom to a tag, simply select the number from the Tag list and click the small orange Zoom 
Displayed Tag button . The Synch  button instructs the Tag list to adjust itself automatically as 
you change the selected tree at the top of the window. The A Zoom  button will instruct ArborCAD 
to automatically zoom to the Next entry in the DXF Tag list after a tree has been plotted. This is, 
again, a time saving measure and can enable the very fast manual plotting of a large quantity of 
trees, providing, of course, that the original drawing has the tree tag numbers included next to the 
tree centres; in 99% of cases it probably wont! 

 

 

One very important point to remember when using this function is that the zoomed XY position of 
the Tag is not  necessarily the same XY position of the tree centre. 

19.4. Preparing to Plot 
 

Before you start plotting make sure the position for the first tree is in view on AutoCAD. Make sure 
it’s at a reasonable viewing zoom so you can plot a few trees without needing to scroll or adjust 
the view. Make sure the layers are installed unless you have selected to install them during the 
Plot. Ensure, also that you have selected the correct AutoCAD unit setting, does 1 unit =1mm or 
1m?  To find out the unit, try measuring something on the AutoCAD drawing (such as a drain 
cover or road width), if the result is 3000 - 6000 instead of an expected 3 - 6 then 1 AutoCAD unit 
equals 1mm! Alternatively, I normally just plot a single tree to begin with, in a clear area of the 
plan to check the size is correct and then erase it. 

You will also need to see the existing trees supplied by the land surveyors, so this particular layer 
must be switched on. You are likely to switch this layer off once you have finished as your own 
plot will show the tree position instead but in the mean time you need these trees visible to enable 
you to locate their positions. It may be a good idea at this stage to find out how the surveyors 
have constructed their tree drawings. Normally, you can use a 'circle centre' object snap to pick 
the tree centre but occasionally it may be defined as a point (node). Additionally, I have 
encountered some situations where I couldn't obtain any snap to a trees position as the tree 
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canopy and centre were constructed as a block. To obtain a snap I had to 'explode' the block into 
its individual entities and then obtain the snap. In some cases the exploded block consists of a 
Polyline with no snap centre so the tree may have to be plotted by eye! 

 

The initial stage for carrying out a plot is as follows: 

1. First ensure that the AutoCAD program is open with your drawing loaded and the correct 
drawing space opened within AutoCAD. You are likely to be using Model Space. 

2. It’s generally a good idea to set your plot preferences first from the Plot Settings Window. 

3. When you are ready to start plotting, select 'Plot to AutoCAD'  from the Plot Menu  and the 
ArborCAD-AE program will minimise and the small plotting menu window appear. If this button 
is disabled ensure you have selected the program within AutoCAD set up. [Note: A connection 
is now established with the AutoCAD application and its drawing, if you break the connection 
by closing AutoCAD (or the drawing) you will need to quit the Plot Window and restart to 
create a new connection].  

 

19.5. Plotting 
 
 
Hint: Before attempting to plot on to an actual site plan try plotting randomly to a blank drawing 
using the Demo file. 

Start by loading the Demo file into ArborCAD and ensure you have located your AutoCAD 
program using AutoCAD Setup. Select Plot to AutoCAD  and the Plot window appears (see 
below). Ensure the Single XY type is set , and the Increment button is on  and also ensure the 
Store button is set to yes . 

Now we are ready to Plot. So select the Plot button (the one with the picture of the little green tree 
and pink crosshair). Note: You can cancel a plot at any time by pressing ESC within AutoCAD.  

 

 

At this point control passes to the AutoCAD program, which will prompt you for a tree position at 
its command interface. You must now use the mouse to click the exact position of the tree centre. 
Use a snap setting to position the tree accurately on an existing centre spot. If you are plotting to 
a blank drawing just click the mouse anywhere you like! As soon as you click the mouse the plot 
will take place and another prompt appear requesting the position for the next tree (unless you 
have only asked to plot a single tree).  
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Once complete close the plot window or just carry on exploring the functions. If you are storing the 
XY positions back into the schedule, you could go on and plot all the demo trees and store an XY 
position for each of them. Then save the schedule file to a directory somewhere, delete the 
AutoCAD drawing, load in a new empty drawing and try experimenting with the Auto  Plot menu 
(which needs XY positions). 

 

19.6. Example Plot using the Demo File 
 

The following screen images show the start of a plot session (the first 2 trees). 

 

Image 1:  I have loaded a drawing into AutoCAD and zoomed to a usable level. 

I want to plot T1 over the centre position of that large tree located north of the farm building. I 
have selected T1 on the plotting window, and have also selected Store XY  and the Increment  
settings. 

 I am now ready to plot so the mouse has been clicked over the Plot Current Tree button . 
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Image 2:   The text box within the Plotting Window turns Orange to remind you that AutoCAD is 
now awaiting a response. If you check the AutoCAD message box (see A on the bottom of the 
picture) you will see the prompt message asking you to pick the position of the tree T1 on the 
drawing. To do this we need to use the ‘centre pick’ function so that the tree will be plotted dead 
centre of the circle in the middle of the large tree on the drawing.  

So, I have moved the mouse over the ‘Snap to Centre’ menu icon (see B - don’t confuse this with 
the draw circle icon to its left/up).  

 

 

 

Image 3: I have now clicked the Centre Circle button and moved the mouse over the circle of the 
large tree and the snap ‘Centre’ word has appeared to tell me that as if I were to now click the 
mouse it would be set to the centre of that circle and also the tree! 
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Image 4:  The mouse has been clicked and the tree data has been plotted (the actual data 
depends on the plot settings). In this image it has plotted a green canopy line, the NSEW axis 
lines, 3 lines of text, the category coloured centre, an RPA base circle (grey coloured) and the 
existing shade segment. 

The ArborCAD plotting window has moved its selector onto the next tree, T2 Hornbeam (this is 
because the increment setting is On). The text window has told me that the XY position for the 
plot of T1 has been stored and we are go for T2! 

 

 

 

 

Image 5:  And so the process continues. I have plotted T2 to the west of T1 and the ArborCAD 
selector has moved onto T3. Again it tells me that the XY data for T2 has been saved. 
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Image 5:  I have decided to stop plotting and return to ArborCAD so have quit the plotting window. 

The next image shows the XY data (as double precision decimal numbers) for trees T1 and T2 
inserted automatically into the schedule. 

  

 

The ability to store XY data is the most important aspect of ArborCAD. It means you can plot your 
trees once, save the schedule file to your hard drive and then replot ALL the trees automatically, 
in one go, at a later time.  

For this reason, during your first manual plot it is not necessary to worry about which items you 
are plotting, or the size of the text, etc. You can do a new plot at any time and fine tune everything 
during that plot. The important work is to first get the trees plotted accurately, get their XY data 
saved and to get the schedule saved! 
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20. Plotting to AutoCAD using Scripts (essential fo r LT users) 

  
This page describes the procedure for plotting tree data using scripts and the custom menu 
(essential for LT versions  of AutoCAD and is an also option for Full Version Users). If you are 
using the Full version of AutoCAD then you can also use this method or you may prefer the 
Automation process (see the previous chapter).  

This procedure can appear complicated but once carried out a few times is straightforward and 
quick to do. LT versions of AutoCAD lack the communicative abilities of the full version, so the 
ArborCAD-AE program acts as script controller instead of an application controller. The created 
scripts must then be loaded and controlled from within AutoCAD LT itself and to do this a custom 
tool bar and drop down menu are required. Please be aware that the LT AutoCAD programs were 
not intended to be used for 'interrupted batch processing'  (where a users input is required 
between each plot to locate a tree position). Subsequently, the method I have devised must follow 
a strict procedure to prevent errors occurring. This may take a 'few tries' before you fully 
understand the process required.  

Once a plot sequence is initiated it is best not to interrupt it by trying to do other activities on the 
drawing such as, for example, altering the positions of other plotted objects (text, etc). It is best to 
wait until all trees have been plotted, and a 'Save' of your drawing/schedule made before carrying 
out any 'fine tuning'.  

Before proceeding with plotting or menu installation you must first carry out a scan for your 
AutoCAD program (see section for AutoCAD Set up). 

  

20.1. Custom Toolbar & Menu 
 

This toolbar is essential for plotting with this method as it is used to load and run the scripts.  

 

 

Three Plot to Tree options are available, the first plots a tree with no object snap selected (this 
allows you to choose your own method of snap). The other two will set the object snap for you 
automatically each time (acts as a time saver).   Note: Any running object snap settings which are 
already set within AutoCAD are automatically disabled within the scripts to prevent problems 
arising during canopy extent drawing. The Zoom to Current Tree  button will zoom to the currently 
displayed tree (in the plotting window) providing it has already been plotted and has an XY 
position. The Zoom to DXF Tag  will zoom to the currently displayed Tag Label (if loaded). The 
Undo  button simply undoes the last tree drawn. Install Layers  is essential prior to any plotting 
unless you have set these to be installed during plotting (from within the plot settings). The 
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Restore  button resets some internal variables such as 'Filedia' which controls the display of 
dialogue boxes. This only needs to be used if an error occurred during the processing of a script 
and you need to restore internal AutoCAD settings (which is very unlikely).  

  

20.2. Toolbar & Menu Installation  
 
Prior to starting a plot, the custom toolbar & menu must be installed on to your AutoCAD LT 
program. This is a straightforward procedure and only needs to be carried out once (unless you 
later remove the toolbar or reinstall your AutoCAD program). See section for AutoCAD Set Up. 

 

20.3. The Manual Plot Menu  (Script Plotting Version) 
 

ArborCAD uses a remote window to hold the necessary controls required for the plotting process. 
This window contains a number of buttons, indicators and display modes. Due to the limitations of 
Script Plotting, its plot menu has fewer controls available than the full version. 

 

 

 

The central top display shows the tag, name and category of the next tree, which will be plotted. If 
the Increment after Plot  setting is on then after you have plotted, the next tree in the list will be 
set in the display window ready for plotting. 

If you need to plot more than one X/Y position for the selected tree then you would select the 
Multiple X/Y button. The Canopy Rotate  button switches on and off the canopy Rotate option 
where the defined angle will be used to adjust the canopy and Shadow segment orientation. 

If you are plotting Multiple XY and wish to start the plot again for that particular tree then use the 
Clear XY Buffer  button to erase all existing XY positions for the currently selected tree. There is 
no need to do this if you are replotting a tree with a single XY, as it will just be over written. 

Once a plot sequence has begun, and providing you are using Increment  (to automatically 
advance the selected tree after each plot), then you only really need to access this menu if you 
need to adjust the drawing preferences, or to alter the the plotting sequence (if for example, you 
make a mistake and need to go back and replot a particular tree). During a plot I tend to position it 
out of the way at the top of my screen. 
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20.4. The Auto  Plot Menu  (Script Plotting version) 
 

This menu allows trees which already have been assigned XY positions to be plotted 
automatically either as a single tree or by using all the trees. If you are Plotting all trees you need 
to select the All Trees source selector. You are then offered 2 ways to plot all the trees; Absolute 
or Relative . To initiate the Auto Plot simply use the usual Plot Tree button from the custom menu. 
It doesn’t matter where you click the mouse on the drawing as the trees are plotted using their 
stored XY positions. 

 

 

The Relative  setting (see picture below) enables the trees to be plotted in a different location on a 
drawing but still retain their relative distance from each other. You use the normal Plot Tree button 
from the custom menu to pick the NEW position of the first tree  on the drawing. The following 
trees will then be plotted relative  to this picked position. If you wish to update the XY positions of 
the schedule with the new positions (calculated from the relative plot) then select the Overwrite 
XY button; however, you can not  also use displacement values with Relative. 
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20.5. The DXF Tag Menu (Script Plotting version) 
 

The DXF Tag menu displays a list of tag numbers, which have been found within a DXF file (see 
Modify section). This allows you to zoom to tag numbers within the drawing and then plot a tree; 
this function is intended as a time saving measure and reduces the time spent hunting through a 
drawing for tag numbers; of course, this function can only be used if the site drawing contains the 
same tag numbers as found within your schedule! 

 

 

Due to the limitations of the Script plotting Method you cannot remotely zoom from this menu 
(unlike the Automation Process which can); you must use the Zoom Tag button located on the 
custom menu. For Script Plotting users this menu mainly serves as the tag selector with the 
custom menu being used to initiate the action. 

The Synch  button instructs the Tag list to adjust itself automatically as you change the selected 
tree at the top of the window. The A Zoom  button will instruct ArborCAD to automatically zoom to 
the Next entry in the DXF Tag list after a tree has been plotted. This is, again, a time saving 
measure and can enable the very fast manual plotting of a large quantity of trees, providing, of 
course, that the original drawing has the tree tag numbers included next to the tree centres; in 
99% of cases it probably wont! 

 

20.6. Preparing to Plot 
 

The plot tree method for AutoCAD Script Plotting cannot use the automation method used by 
AutoCAD so must instead create script files, which contain the relevant drawing plot data (but it 
can not process them). The actual processing of the script must be initiated from within AutoCAD 
itself by using the custom toolbar. One major problem encountered during program development 
is the need to obtain the position of the tree centre from the user. With the automation version, 
ArborCAD simply tells AutoCAD to generate a screen prompt and request the position. No such 
function exists with LT so we cheat slightly by using the ID command (which is normally used to 
display the co-ordinates for an X and Y 'picked position'). The script data is then plotted 
immediately after an ID position has been 'picked' so providing you use the ID prompt to pick a 
trees centre, the data will be plotted in the correct place.  

Before you start plotting make sure the position for the first tree is in view on AutoCAD. Make sure 
its at a reasonable viewing zoom so you can plot a few trees without needing to scroll or adjust 
the view. Ensure, also that you have selected the correct AutoCAD unit setting, does 1 unit =1mm 
or 1m?  To find out the unit, try measuring something on the AutoCAD drawing (such as a drain 
cover or road width), if the result is 3000 - 6000 instead of an expected 3 - 6 then 1 AutoCAD unit 
equals 1mm! 
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You will also need to see the existing trees supplied by the land surveyors (so that you know 
where to plot)!  So this particular layer must be switched on. You are likely to switch this layer off 
once you have finished, as your own plot will now show the tree positions. It may be a good idea 
at this stage to find out how the surveyors have constructed their tree drawings. Normally, you can 
use 'circle' object snap to pick the tree centre but occasionally it may be as a point (node). 
Additionally, I have encountered some situations where I couldn't obtain any snap to a trees 
position as the tree canopy and centre were constructed as a block. To obtain a snap I had to 
'explode' the block into its individual entities and then obtain the snap (a real pain)! 

 

The initial stage for carrying out a plot is as follows: 

 

1. First ensure that the AutoCAD program is open with your drawing loaded and the correct 
drawing space opened within AutoCAD. You are likely to be using Model Space. 

2. It’s generally a good idea to set your plot preferences first from the Plot Settings Window. 

3. When you are ready to start plotting, select 'Plot to AutoCAD'  from the Plot Menu  and the 
ArborCAD-AE program will minimise and the small plotting menu window appear. If this button 
is disabled ensure you have selected the program within AutoCAD set up. Unlike the full 
version, when plotting with Scripts ArborCAD does not require a connection to AutoCAD so if 
you try plotting without AutoCAD running, the plotting window will still appear! 

 

20.7. Plotting Trees  (Script  version) 
 

Hint: Before attempting to plot on to an actual site plan try plotting to a blank drawing. 

 

Start by loading the Demo file into ArborCAD and ensure you have located your AutoCAD 
program using AutoCAD Setup. Select Plot to AutoCAD  and the Plot window appears (see 
below). Ensure the Single XY type is set , and the Increment button is on  and also ensure the 
Store button is set to yes . 

 

We must now install the layers manually onto your drawing by selecting the Install Layers icon 
from the custom menu (or ensure the Install as you Plot  function is active from within the Plot 
Preferences). If you fail to do this then you will receive an error message from AutoCAD when you 
attempt to plot items to layers, which of course would not exist! If such an error occurs then keep 
pressing the ESC key to cancel the prompts.   

Now select one of the  'Plot' buttons from the custom menu (installed within AutoCAD). You can 
cancel a plot at any time by pressing ESC within AutoCAD.  
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At this point the script will start processing. The AutoCAD program will prompt you for an ID 
position. You must now use the mouse to click the exact point of the tree centre. If you have 
chosen to plot without a snap setting then you need to first select an object snap setting from a 
menu so you can position the tree accurately on an existing centre spot. As soon as you click the 
mouse the plot will take place. If you forgot to install the layers an error will generate saying words 
to the effect of "layer not found". Press the ESC button several times until the command is 
cancelled, set the layers and try the plot again. 

Once a plot has been made the procedure differs slightly from the Automation Plot method. The 
tree count is still automatically incremented within the ArborCAD window but instead of being 
automatically prompted for the next tree position, you must instead select the plot button each 
time from the custom menu. This is one of the limitations of using the Script Plotting Method; you 
need to click the mouse twice for each tree plot instead of once with the Full version. 

 

Note: During the plot procedure you will see all the script commands appear in the command 
window. Never attempt to enter text in the window during a plot or you may break a script process. 

 

You can use the selector arrows on the ArborCAD window to alter the plot sequence if you should 
make a mistake and need to go back and redo a tree. You can also switch the automatic 
increment off within the main preferences window. 
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20.8. Example Plot  (Script Plotting Version - LT) 
 

The following Images illustrate a short plot sequence. They are taken from AutoCAD 2008 LT. I 
have positioned the custom menu at the bottom to save image space.  

Image 1: I'm ready to plot tree T1 (a Beech with an A2 category). The surveyors have used small 
circles to indicate the center of the trees positions. My mouse is selecting the Plot Tree with no 
snap setting. 
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Image 2:   I have selected the Plot Tree button on the custom menu and the prompt text within 
AutoCAD has appeared (see bottom of the picture) asking me to pick a position on the drawing 
with the mouse. 

The place I choose to click the mouse is the place where the centre of the plotted tree will appear. 
I can do this accurately by asking AutoCAD to lock the mouse pointer to a centre of any drawn 
circle; this is handy because the trees have a small circle already plotted on the drawing to mark 
the tree positions. 

The mouse pointer can now be seen selecting the Snap to Circle Centre button. 
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Image 4:  I have selected the Plot to Centre button and the text in the AutoCAD window at the 
bottom of the picture has changed; it is now waiting for me to click the mouse near to a circle. 

So, I have moved the mouse crosshair close to the large tree centre circle and the word center  
has appeared telling me that it has obtained a lock and will plot at the precise centre of this small 
circle. 

I am about to click the mouse! 
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Image 5 : The mouse has been clicked and the graphics have been drawn (see picture).  

They include the canopy, the RPA base circles, tag number, name text, category colour and text, 
the NSEW axis lines and the existing shadow segment (only partially visible). The ArborCAD 
controller has automatically moved the tree count to the next tree (T2 -Hornbeam). The ArborCAD 
text box has told me that the XY data has been saved to the schedule listing and that the script for 
T2 is loaded and ready for plotting. 

I am now ready to plot, but this time I will use the Plot to Centre  button (see bottom of picture) on 
the custom menu as this automatically plots to a circle centre (this will save me the trouble of 
selecting the AutoCAD centre button). 
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Image 6:  The button is clicked and I am once again prompted for a position by the command 
window (remember, you don't need to type anything into the command window but simply click the 
mouse on the screen). I have placed the mouse at the next tree location (which is where the 
crosshair is placed in the following picture) and have ensured a circle centre lock is visible. 

 

  

Image 7:  The mouse is clicked and once again the graphics are drawn and the tree count 
increases.  
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Image 8:   I have quit the plotting window and returned to the main ArborCAD-AE window because 
I want to check the plotted XY data is being returned back to the schedule correctly. 

The following image shows the XY data for the first 2 trees (I have scrolled the schedule 
horizontally). 

Out of interest try comparing the number of decimal places of these stored XY positions with 
those taken for the AutoCAD full version example in the previous chapter. These are slightly less 
accurate (part of the fraction of 1mm is missing)! These differences are actually due to the Unit 
precision setting, which is set within AutoCAD. Generally we wouldn’t interfere with such things 
and accept whatever comes along with the supplied drawing! A tolerance of +/- 0.1mm isn’t a 
point of concern when plotting tree centres! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

And that's just about it!  

 

The main differences between plotting with Automation and Scripting is that with the (Script 
Method – LT) you need to select the 'Plot button' for each tree while the Automation will 
automatically keep prompting you unless you press ESC, so its a little quicker. 
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21.  Export File Preferences 
  

The Export File Settings enable you to decide which fields you wish to include within a saved text 
(.txt) file. You can save up to 5 sets of settings and give each set a descriptive name (these are 
defined within the top window). The following image shows the 5 setting names, I have used 2 
sets, the first is labelled RPA Table and the second Report. I will use the RPA Table settings to 
build a root protection table for use within a report. The second set (Report) will be used to build a 
larger table holding the actual schedule data. Both these files will be inserted into my Word 
document and then converted into a table. 

To select the fields for 
inclusion within each set 
simply select them 
within the left-hand 
listing and use the 
centre buttons to place 
them in the right-hand 
listing. During the Export 
process, each tree is 
saved as a single line 
with each field 
positioned in your 
chosen order and 
separated using the 
selected separation 
character (see selector 
at the bottom).  

In the adjacent image I 
have selected 5 fields 
(Tree Tag, Name, RPR, 
RPA and RPS) and 
placed them in the order 
in which I want them to 
appear within the expoer 
file. 

The tick boxes allow you 
to control the output for 
some of the fields in a 
special way. Most are 
self explanatory and its 
best to try them out (with 
the demo file) and look 
at the Preview to see 
what they do. 

The “Include Column 
Header…”  setting will 
add a start line to your 

export file which contains the headings for each column. 

If you are placing Recommendations with the Comments then as the selector instructs, only 
transfer the Comments Field into your Export file otherwise the Recommendation will appear 
twice! This also applies to the Stem Diameter option and also the merge canopy option.  

The Merge the South East and West…. option simply places all 4 NSEW canopy extents together 
into a single field. 

 


